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the bans. The Carpet Cushion Council will be identifying such situations and involving
itself in the process of obtaining appropriate relief.

These approaches to legislators and administrators involve use of a written
statement, prepared by the Carpet Cushion Council, which provides support for the
position that take-up scrap foam cushion and new bonded cushion should be exempt from
the pentaBDE bans. The statement sets forth the industry objectives, summarizes the state
legislative activity to date, and points to versions of the enacted laws viewed most
favorably by the industry. It describes the importance of bonded cushion in the separate
carpet cushion industry (86% of all domestic production) and in its role in the recycling
of foam scrap, and provides facts and figures on the quantities of post-industrial and post-
consumer scrap used annually (1.0 - 1.1 billion pounds) in the production of new bonded
cushion (850 million square yards).

The statement describes the complete replacement of pentaBDE by other FRs in
the production of flexible polyurethane foam, and describes the very low pentaBDE levels
in take-up scrap foam cushion currently being replaced with new cushion. Finally, the
statement summarizes the anticipated injury to the recycling industry, retailers and
distributers of carpet cushion, to the manufacturers of bonded carpet cushion were
recycling of take-up cushion to be precluded; and the anticipated injury to the general
public if land-filling of these recyclables (an additional 300-400 million pounds) is
required or if these recyclable materials are, instead, disposed of improperly.

Copies of the Council’s statement are available from the Carpet Cushion Council,
and, in due course, will be posted on the Council’s web site. www.carpetcushion.org

The position being taken by the Council, in each instance, is that states enacting
legislation making it a prohibited act to manufacture, process, sell or distribute in
commerce a product containing pentaBDE should provide that the prohibitions do not
apply to a product for which the sole source of pentaBDE is from a material that is
recycled.

The goal is to maintain the collection and recycling of post-consumer take-up foam
carpet cushion and the continued manufacture and sale of end-products produced using
recycled take-up foam carpet cushion materials.
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